Scholarships available through the Virginia Division, United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) are to be awarded to residents of the Commonwealth of Virginia for use in Virginia schools, colleges and universities.  Scholarships listed as “vacant” are to be filled, if possible, by the Education Committee for the academic year 2023-2024.

The amount of each scholarship awarded or re-awarded will depend on the income earned on scholarship investment funds.  A check made payable to the college or university for the entire annual amount of the scholarship awarded or re-awarded will be sent to the Financial Aid Office on or about August 15, 2022.  Students who apply for scholarships through the Virginia Division are asked to comply with these published rules for applying and help the UDC in promoting its educational work among lineal descendants of Confederate Veterans, present or former members of the UDC, and children of UDC members (living or deceased).

Rules Governing Applications & Awards

Tenure: All scholarships awarded are available for four (4) years, unless otherwise specified, or until the course of study is completed, provided a 3.0 cumulative GPA is maintained (4.0 standard).  Only one member of a family may hold a Virginia Division Scholarship at a time.

Applications: Each Virginia Division UDC Chapter may endorse and present any number of applications for vacant scholarships.  However, the Education Committee will decide on only one (1) student for each vacancy.  The Committee’s decision will be based on both merit and financial need and shall be final.

Qualifications

Eligibility: Applicants must be lineal descendants of worthy Confederates.  An applicant who is a collateral descendant must be a member of CofC or UDC.  Certified proof of Confederate Military Record of one ancestor, with Company and Regiment in which served, may be procured from Broadfoot  Publishing Co., 1907 Buena Vista Circle, Wilmington, NC 28411, the Archives of Confederate records in State Capitals, the National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408 or UDC Business Office, Memorial Building, 328 North Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond, VA 23220-4057.  (Requests made to the Business Office must be accompanied by a check ($15.00 for members/prospective members, $25.00 for non-members, and a self-addressed, stamped envelope).  Photocopies of approved CofC or UDC membership application papers will also be accepted as proof of an ancestor’s service record, as they show the applicant’s relationship to the said Confederate veteran.  
Exception: The Towberman-Epperson Veterinary Medicine Scholarship does not have a Confederate lineage requirement.

Application: Formal application must be made on the scholarship application forms provided by the Chairman of the Education Committee, Virginia Division, UDC.  Applicants shall send one recent, small photograph with each copy of the completed application.  Send original application and supporting documents, plus three copies each (for a total of four sets).

Financial Need: Applicants must show that they need financial assistance in order to continue their education.  Income information must be included along with the estimated cost of tuition, board, lodging, and other expenses, including other financial aid applied for and received, as well as school or government loans.

Transcript: An official transcript from the last school attended is necessary.  A 3.0 cumulative GPA is required to apply for these scholarships

Letters of Recommendation: One letter of recommendation is required from responsible persons well acquainted with the applicant (teacher, counselor, etc.) as proof that the applicant is worth of consideration and in need of financial assistance for higher education.

Personal Letter: The applicant must write a personal letter which pledges to make the best possible use of the opportunity offered through the scholarship and should contain any other information deemed important concerning health, social, family, religious, and fraternal connections within the community.  It should also reflect on what a Southern Heritage means to the applicant.  The term “War Between the States” should be used in lieu of “Civil War.”

Chapter Endorsement: After thorough investigation, the completed application shall be endorsed by a Virginia Division UDC Chapter and signed by the President and/or Second Vice President of the Chapter, who should also write a formal letter of Chapter recommendation for the applicant.

Other Information

Deadline: Completed applications and all supporting documentation must be received by the Chairman of the Education Committee no later than April 15 of each year.

Scholarship Renewal: Current recipients of Virginia Division scholarship awards must notify the Chairman in writing no later than February 10 of the current academic year of their desire for reappointment for the upcoming academic year.  A letter from the Financial Aid Office recommending their reappointment must also be sent at the time.  Current recipients must also send an official copy of their most recent transcript to the Chairman no later than July 1 in order to ensure that they will be considered for the re-awarding of their present scholarship.  

Students: Please take notice of this requirement, which is your responsibility to fulfill.

Graduate Study: Three (3) scholarships are available in Virginia Division for Graduate study–the Preston Goss Glazebrook Scholarship in History at UVA; the Mary Anne Williams Scholarship covering Pre-Med or Engineering; and the Towberman-Epperson Veterinary Medicine Scholarship for Veterinary Medicine/Surgery at any fully accredited college in that field in the United States.

Community College, Vocational/Technical School: One (1) scholarship is available for community college and vocational/technical schools.

Transferable Gift Scholarships: May be used to supplement tuition and part-tuition scholarships

Matriculation: Students who have been awarded scholarships must provide written notice of their matriculation to the Virginia Division Chairman of the Education Committee within 30 days of the opening of the academic year.  

Students: Please take notice of this requirement, which is your responsibility to fulfill.


Termination: Scholarship recipients who terminate  their studies prior to completion of a degree must provide written notification to the Chairman that they are no longer in need of the scholarship. (A student leaving school for any reason shall forfeit the re-awarding of the scholarship).

Marriage: Recipients who marry shall remain eligible for the re-awarding of their scholarship after the current academic year.

Records: It is recommended that applicants retain a copy of the current scholarship brochure and that they make a photocopy of their entire application packet before submitting it.  This may be utilized if it becomes necessary to reapply or if it is lost in the mail.

Scholarship brochures and application packets for Virginia Division and General UDC Scholarships may be obtained from the Second Vice President of the Virginia Division and UDC Chapters.  The UDC Business Office provides information on the Annabella Drummond McMath Scholarship for women over 30 years of age, who are lineal descendants of Confederate veterans.
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All Inquiries to:

Deborah A. Mullins
Second Vice President, VA Division
6017 Clairemont Drive
Owings, MD  20736-4210

Phone: (301) 938-4421

Email: dmullins@rcn.com

To receive Division Scholarship Application and related materials: go to www.vaudc.org  
or contact Ms. Perkins.
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